
TO CHARLES FENTON MERCER | APRIL 6TH, 1816

Sir,

I have learned that when my nomination to the US Senate was pending before the Virginia Legislature, in your violent opposition to 
my election, you engaged in language that was not only disrespectful to me but injurious to my character.

Frankly, I am not surprised that you violently opposed my election as I have believed for some time that you have contempt for me, even 
though you have tried to conceal those feelings.

I am not vain enough to believe that I am wiser or better than my neighbors nor do I pretend to be a saint, for I despise hypocrisy and 
arrogance in one’s character. I acknowledge that I am not perfect and I respect your right as a member of the Virginia legislature to 
voice your opinion of my qualifications to serve in the US Senate to represent Virginia. However, I would expect that even a stranger, 
or even an enemy, let alone a professed friend, would have the common decency while voicing opinions about qualifications, to refrain 
from making personal insults and character assaults that is injurious to me both personally and professionally.  You have no authority, 
in your official capacity or otherwise, to indulge in such conduct as to insult my character and question my honor.

I cannot but feel aggrieved and demand an explanation for your conduct. I demand that you either explain the reason for why you felt 
the need to insult me so; or in the alternative, deny that your objections were intended to assail and injure my character.

I trust that your own sense of honor will compel you to promptly repair, with a satisfactory explanation, the injury you have inflicted 
on my character and the feelings you have exposed as a result of your inflammatory language and insulting conduct.

My friend, Mr. Rust will hand you this letter and, if you please, will receive your answer.

I am your obedient servant,

Armistead T. Mason
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