
TO ARMISTEAD MASON | GEORGE TOWN, APRIL 7, 1816

Your letter of yesterday was handed to me under circumstances that prevented me from returning you an immediate answer. 
Upon mature reflection, it appears to me, and in your cooler judgement you might certainly agree that the manner in which you 
make your accusation prevents me from providing you the explanation that you seek. It seems you are questioning my conduct 
as a member of the General Assembly of Virginia. You also profess that I am incapable to give you a satisfactory or honorable 
explanation for my supposed misconduct because I secretly carry personal hostility towards you.

I will not allow myself to believe that you intended to deliberately provoke me under the appearance of seeking a just reparation of a 
supposed injury against you. However, I would expect that if you were to make such an accusation, that you would, at a minimum, 
provide the specific slanderous language that I purportedly said and, if, as you state, you believed that the two of us were indeed 
friends, you would, out of mutual respect, first provide me the favor of informing me of what I supposedly said and secondly, 
granting me the opportunity of denying the charge before assuming that I must have been complicit in such conduct.

That said, in the interest of bringing this matter to quick resolution, I can assure you that I made no such injurious comments as I 
did not participate in your election to the Senate nor was I present in the General Assembly of the Virginia Legislature on the day of 
your election.

After this frank declaration, which in reply to a charge so general and so equivocal, I might justly have withheld answering you 
at all until you provided the specifics of the offense I supposedly committed against your character. I submit to you that as a result 
of the aggression displayed in your letter, I feel constrained to re-establish any friendly relations with you until you provide this 
information or explain the intent of your correspondence. Further, I demand that you make known the name of the individual who 
has injured us both by spreading such falsehoods and malignity.

My friend John Randolph will delivery this correspondence to you and will receive your answer.

I am your obedient servant,

C. F. Mercer

Letter exchanges between Armistead Mason 
and Charles Fenton Mercer


