
TO JOHN MASON McCARTY | SELMA, NOVEMBER 8, 1817

Sir,

You will no doubt be surprised at this address; I will briefly explain the cause of it. The altercation which occurred between us 
at the hustings in Loudoun last spring has, in order to injure my character, been basely misrepresented by Heiskell the editor 
of the Winchester Gazette a fellow who knows that he can calumniate with impunity since like a certain animal he is protected 
by the atmosphere which his own filth throws around him. M’Intryre with whose name I would not soil this sheet, but that it 
already contains Heiskill’s, joins of course in the cry. It is correct that misrepresentation that I now address you; I could correct 
it by appealing to others, but I make the appeal to you because your character is as much involved as mine: your name has been 
used to sanction a falsehood; and notwithstanding the harsh and injurious language which we directed against each other on 
the occasion just mentioned, I cannot believe that you will permit your name to be employed to subserve the purposes of falsehood 
and defamation. It is attempted to produce the impression that I shrunk from the contest with you; your name is mentioned to 
strengthen this statement. You know that any such statement is utterly false. I never shrunk from a contest with any man, unless 
he was such a despicable wretch as the editor of the Winchester Gazette, with whom any contact would be contamination. I have 
greatly mistaken your character if you do not contradict the impression which that slanderous villain has attempted to create or 
enable me to do it on your authority.

Your obedient servant,

Armistead T. Mason

P.S. Not knowing whether you are in Alexandria or Williamsburg, I have directed a letter to each place.

TO ARMISTEAD MASON | NOVEMBER 18, 1817
Sir,

Yours of the 8th has just reached me. A duty to myself urges the unequivocal declaration that I never did enlist the scurrility or 
sanction the calumny of any printer or printer devil against General Mason, or any other man.

Your obedient Servant,

J.M. McCarty

P.S. If General Mason feels disposed to publish the above, he has my approbation

P.S. Not knowing whether you are in Alexandria or Williamsburg, I have directed a letter to each place.
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